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Diksha - One Nation One Digital Platform

DIKSHA is the Sanskrit word for ‘Initiation’. In
ancient Indian cultures, it referred to a ceremony in which
a guru would initiate a student into their teaching. In the
modern era, it aptly refers to the technology medium
through which teachers can initiate and share knowledge
in the digital world. Digital Infrastructure for knowledge
Sharing (DIKSHA) has been developed under the
supervision of MHRD as the national digital
infrastructure for the benefit of teachers, students and
learners across the country. It is a unique initiative which
leverages existing highly scalable and flexible digital
infrastructures, while keeping teachers at the center. It has
been declared as part of PM eVidya scheme as One Nation
One Digital Platform for school education catering to
continued learning of children and training of teachers

As a part of this initiative to make learning more
mteractive for students, the Government of Uttar Pradesh
has come up with QR (Quick Response) Codes in textbooks
of English and Hindi medium government-run schools. The
content is available for private school students also.

A OR code is a machine readable code resembling
black and white squares with a unique alphanumeric code
which can be scanned through the DIKSHA app on
Android smartphones and used to open web links or other
multimedia content Learn@home made easy by Diksha

The lock-down has posed a hereto unknown
challenge to students, parents, teachers and
administrators. States are facing a combination of
challenges (current and future). Some have lost one month
of new academic year in April, some face challenges of
delays in textbook printing and many are hinting at
possible late start to school reopening post summer.

Parents are managing children at home without
social interactions in place and are worried about loss in
learning time. They also struggle in figuring out ways to
engage them in new ways at home.

Higher grade students are worried about scoring less
in end exams because of loss of school time. Lower grade
children are bored at home without friends and want to
have some activity to engage them for fun (and learning)

Current circumstances have created anxiety and
doubts in the minds of all parties involved on continued
learning of the child

Going digital has these advantages :

° Will ensure continuity of learning of the child while
athome

° Will help administration do a pulse check by quickly
leveraging data

° Can quickly package and make available bite sized
learning and remediation material

Benefits of using Diksha for learning athome :

° Make learning a habit for child using Diksha

° Child can learn topics in textbooks, using digital
content approved by the education department

° Helps child revise and understand the topics better

Diksha coveragein UP
DIKSHA in UP
62 textbooks ~1400 QR codes | [~61.6 lakh content
covered across 2 | |with 3400 content plays since
mediums pieces Jan ‘20

12 online courses
launched for
KGBYV teachers

30+online courses
launched for
teachers

2 lakh enrolments
(non unique)
96000 completion

Teacher Professional Development

Teacher Professional Development (TPD) is one of
the verticals of Diksha. TPD is intrinsically aligned with
the goal of educating teachers continuously through their
service period in order to enhance teaching and learning
outcomes as well as drive improvements in the classroom
environment and promote school leadership. Online
training entails many benefits such as 24x7 access on the
smartphone, consistent training delivery from experts,
State developed custom content for teachers, pre and post
assessment on training, live dashboards with actionable
insights as well as significant reduction in training costs.

Teacher Professional Development is a journey
which consists of high quality training based on
curriculum and pedagogy delivered through Diksha to
enable 24x7 access and a consistent learning experience to
teachers.

TPD was launched in UP with a small set of courses
during the second week of April in order to keep all
teachers connected and engaged in the teaching and
learning process through self development. As of May
26th, more than 5.1 lakh enrollments have happened with
a completion of over 45%, which is one of the highest for
any online platform.

The content on Diksha, as a part of the Teacher
Professional Development is interactive, highly engaging
and has been curated by the department.

Every child has a right to education, with Diksha we
aim to provide education to every section of society and
One Nation One Digital Platform.
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Role of E-learning & Networking in Teacher Education

E-learning is replacing the century’s old model of
teaching and learning, which focuses on an instructor
standing in front of a classroom lecturing to students. This
model no longer fits the way people want to learn today,
because of technological world in which they live. With
the rapid advances in technology and Internet tools, the
traditional model is fading away to accommodate today’s
learners. Traditional teaching is being replaced by an
evolving e-learning model which uses online technology
to allow people to learn anytime and anywhere. This
model includes work place training, the delivery of just-
in-time information, college courses, continuing
education units, and guidance from experts. The
advantages of e-learning include:

. Actively engaging students in the learning of
process, as opposed to being passive learners.

C Supporting interactivity between a
student and instructor, along with
fellow students.

E-learning comprises all forms of m
electronically supported learning and
teaching. The information and
communication systems, whether
networked learning or not, serve as
specific media to implement the learning
process. The term will still most likely be
utilized to reference out-of-classroom and in-
classroom educational experiences via
technology, even as advances continue in regard to
devices and curriculum.
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E-learning is essentially the computer and network-
enabled transfer of skills and knowledge. E-learning
applications and processes include Web-based learning,
computer-based learning, virtual education opportunities
and digital collaboration. Content is delivered via the
Internet, intranet/extranet, audio or video tape, satellite
TV, and CD-ROM. It can be self-paced or instructor-led
and includes media in the form of text, image, animation,
streaming video and audio.

E-learning is naturally suited to distance learning
and flexible learning, but can also be used in conjunction
with face-to-face teaching, in which case the term Blended

TMMTMM

\u.fm-

learning is commonly used. E-Learning pioneer Bernard
Luskin argues that the "E" must be understood to have
broad meaning if e-Learning is to be effective. Luskin says
that the "e" should be interpreted to mean exciting,
energetic, enthusiastic, emotional, extended, excellent,
and educational in addition to "electronic" that is a
traditional national interpretation.

The recent trend in the E-Learning sector is screen
casting. There are many screen casting tools available but
the latest buzz is all about the web based screen casting
tools which allow the users to create screen casts directly
from their browser and make the video available online so
that the viewers can stream the video directly. The
advantage of such tools is that it gives the presenter the
ability to show his ideas and flow of thoughts rather than
simply explain them, which may be more
confusing when delivered via simple text
instructions.

The emerging social networking
tools that are ready to incorporate in
educational settings and their
popularity among younger generations
make them compelling applications for
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and growth in social networking do not
only represent new emerging
technologies that may possibly be used in
education, but they also refer to the networks
where communication and interaction affect the

way we know and learn things.

For technology to be used in powerful and
transformative ways, however, a Certain set of conditions
must prevail. Professional development is a Systemic
issue and its effectiveness may require structural changes
or reforms. Finally, teacher training institutions,
professional development schools, Professional societies
and public educational agencies must continue to Identify,
study and disseminate examples of effective technology
Integration that answers professional development needs.
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